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7eft. [a Poets they tell me are packing up 
their Awls to be gone, there is no 
more Huiinefs for fuch Animals, for between 
the Qucen's Order and the Bill for Reguiating the 
Prefs they muft of Neceffity fall to the Ground. 

Earn. That jort of Cattle for the Generality 
may wrap up their whole Equipage within the 
Compa!s of a Napkin; and pack up and be gone 
inanInftant. ut is there any Reafon to think, 
that if this &'i] fhouid pafs into an Aa, and 
Bad Things, as Prophanenefs, Scandal, and Im- 
morality, fhould be forbidden, the Geod would 
not be tolerated. Is not the Suppreflion of 
Vice, an Encouragement of the Growth of Vir- 
tue? This is the Intent, as I conceive, of the 
Bill that is now depending , and though the 
Numbers of the Perfons concern’d in the Print- 
ing-Trade, who muft hereby lofe the Advan- 
cages which they ferv’d out their Time for, &e. 
might prevail for the Compaffion of that Auguft 
Affembly, yet the Neceflity of fectiring the 
Church and State, feems earneitly to require it at 
this Junéture. 

Feft. As for my part I forefee no fuch Necef- 
{ity as you talk of; for thofe that difcharge 
themfelves of their Spleen by Writing, are other- 
wife employ’d than to come to clofe Action and 
more dangerous Engagements again{t the Go- 
vernment; give me a Man that {peaks his Mind, 
that I may know how to Arm my felf againft 
him, and be upon my Guard. Your fly fecret 
D-\izners are what I have an eternal Averfion 
to, thofe are the Fellows that over-turn King- 
doms, and introduce Confufion into Matters Ci- 
vil and Ecclefisftical, and ought chiefly to be 

Ovi‘ ia aint, 
¥ Earn, Theie you fpeak of are dangerous 
Eneomies indeed, but do not carry fuch a Train 
of Attendants with ’em, as thofe that write 
Libels under pretence of expofing Abufes, and 
laying open the Male- Adminiftration put in 
Pracice et Courts. AStory that is Injurious 
to any Great Man's Reputation foon gets 
wind, and fpreads it felf among a Multitude 
who take part with It, and the Miniftry be- 
ing once render’d fufpected, the Prince is fo 
too; for it is but natural for fome People to 
conclude, he made Choice of ’em for the Ends 
and Purpofes they ftand Accus’d of. As to Mat- 
ters of Religion, asthe Prefs ftands now, we 
muft never expect 2 Union between us and the 
Diflenters, while Books inconfiftent with the 
Dottrines of the Eftablith’a Caurch are Print- 
ed and Publit’d, they wiil find ignorant Souls 
to Buyand Read “em, and Baxter and Bunyan 


will have their Admirers as well as Stilinofizes 
and Bifhop Yearfon. So that we can never jup- 
prefs Factions and Schifms, without putting 
an end to the very things that occafion ’em, 
and prohibiting the Circulation of fuch per- 
nicious Tenents for the future. Now as this 
can be done no ways but by putting a Reftraint 
upon the Prefs, fo to accomplith fo good a 
Work to make the National Churchto be a U- 
niverfal, to bring aboutthe Welfare of poor 
mifled Souls, is a Duty fo incumbent upon all 
Chriftian States, and of fo Charitable a Na- 
ture, as to make more than fufficient Amends 
for the feveral Hardfhips which the feveral Per- 
fons concern’d in the Printing Trade may un- 


dergo by an A€ito this purpofe. Not butif 


fome Provifions were made for ’em before the 
Bill pafs'd into an A, it would be a Deed 
worthy of our Reprefentatives in Parliament, 
who equally fit there as: the Cuftodes or Keepers 
of their Liberties, as they do of any other Cor- 
poration of Men whofe Privileges and Immu- 
nities they arethe Refpective Guardians of. 
Feft. Then you would have a. Licenfér again, 
would you, to be daub’'d inthe Palm of his 
Hands, ashis Predeceffors, of pious Memo- 
ry, were in the beginning of the late Reign, 
which is the ready way to Eitablith Presbytery, 
not to fupprefs it, for thofe that havé moft 
Money, will have moft Intereft with Men of 
Corrupt Principles, and you know a Great Man 
has faid they are too Rich to be difoblig’d at 
this time of Day ? =; 
Earn. Yes truly, 1am for a fuper Inten- 
dant over the Prefs, but under fuch and fuch 
Reftrictions as I told you of not long fince. 
As for Divinity we have nothing to fear from 
the publication of Books that relate to it, while 
the Bifhop of London, whofe Chaplains are the 
proper Infpectors of fuch Teatifes, continues 
fuch a Shining Ornament of the Church E- 
ftablifh’d, as he is now defervedty Efteem'd 
for; norfhall we have any Reafon to appre- 
hend any bad Confequences from Things in 
print of a lefs Serious and Sacred Complexi- 
on, while my Lord of Nottingham has it in his 
breaft to make Choice of proper and fit Per- 
fons to fupervife thofe Affairs underHim. | 
Fest. With all my Heart, let Things rub 
as they pleafe, it Matters not what becomes 
of the Prefs; forthy part, lam for keeping 
my Fingers from Ink as much as poflible. 
But this will be a mighty Baulk to poor Nob, 
at this rate, he willnot beableto write him- 
‘cif into a Psilory for the Heart of him. That 
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a Man fhould not have his Defert, and yet be 
always names for it, 
cern’d for him truly. ae. 
Earn, You may fpare your felf that trou- 
ble, his Profecution is not far off, tho’ he and 
his two Friends made fo flight of it at’ the 
B— at E—— laf Week, Carous’d it there 
heartily in Defiance of the Houfe of Commons 


Order, for they are not usd to have Perfons - 


abfcond from their Refentments, and not 
order their Profecution. Witnefs the Cafe 
of alate News-writer, a Manof more Efteem 
and Kegard than a profligate Obfervator. 

Sef. It’s not a Farthing matter what be- 
comes of the Prefs or Nob cither. We have 
not play’d at Politicks a long while. Your 
Thoughts of the Expedition to Portugal, me- 
thinks I could willingly make one among ’em 
my felf. Forthis Plunder, as Monfteur Ragoujt 
has it, is aCharming Thing. ack Spaniard 
will certainly Run away and leave his Crucifix 
behind him again, and we fhall {ce {ome more 
of his Moveables again inalittle time with- 
out ‘any manner cf Queftion. 

Earn, { hope we fhall be more Cautious 
and better Advis’d than we wercat Port St. 
Mary's, or we fhall sever ftrccecd. A Gen- 
tleman came for my Advice on this Head to- 
ther Day, and being a little more Contci- 
encious than tuoie who arc of longer ftand- 
ing inthe Army, put tic folowing Queition 
to me, which | then toJ]d him my Opiaion of 
as briefly as I could, but having fince con- 

fider’d more throvghiy, am willing to let 
you into the Nature of ic. 

Whether the Devaftation and Eveption of Things 
either Sacred or Religious, belongtis to our Enemies, 
be lawful or not ? 

By way of Anfwer to which, [ have 
look’d over my Books for Authorities to clear 
up the matter for his and other Gentlemen Sol. 
diers ufe, that Accompany himthither, as in 
this manner : 

Earn, Although thofe things, that appertain 
tothe Enemy, be they either Sacred or Reiigious, 
cannot, meerly by the Law of Nations, chal- 
lenge to themfelves an Exemption from Spoil 
and Rapine; (For, as joon as any Place is taken 
from the Enemy, every thing init ceajeih to be Sa- 
cred or Religious, by the Renown’d Lawyers 
Pomporius. and Paulus, D. 1%. 7.36 & D.47. 
12.4.) yet the Learned sZugo Grottus (de Fur. L. 
& P..lib, 3. ¢. 12. fect. 6.) faith, That ifthere 
be no Danger, which may juftly be feared by 
thofe Things, that arc dedicated tu Sacred or 
Religious Uies, the very Reverence we owe to 
Holy Places, and to the things thereunto apper~ 
taining, fhould itrongly plead for their Prefer- 
vation, efpecially with thofe, who agree in the 
Worfhip of one and the fame God, tho’ they do 
differ in Opinion, concerning fome outward 
Rites and Ceremonies; which kind of Modera- 
tion or Temperament towards Sacred and Reli- 
gious Things, propounded by fo Learned a 
Man, is grounded upon feveral Authentick 
Vouchers taken from Hiftory. 

1 Voucher. It was obferv’d, asa Law among 
the Grecians in the time of Thucydides, that when 
they invaded one another as Enemies, they 
fhould always forbear to ufe Violence to Holy 
Places. 

2 Voucher, Livy informs us, That when the 
Romans had fackt: and deftroy’d Alba, they 
fpared the Temples of their Gods. 
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3 Voucher. The fame Livy in another Place 
tells us, That it was objected againit QO. Fabixe 
thé Genfor, that by the Spoil and Kuin of 
Churches, he had made the People of Rome guile 
ty of Sacrilege, as if the immortal Gods were 
not in every Place the fame, but that theGods 
of oné Place delighted inthe Spoils of the Gods 
of andthér Place, ~ | 

4 Poucher, Mareus Philippus (Lays Livy 46. 
44.) €oming to incamp about Diwm, under Ms 
Temple, gave fpecial Command, that no Vio. 
lence fhould be offered to that Holy Place. 

5 Vowh. We give fuch Reverence to Roly 
Places, faith Appian, that we ufe no manner of 
Hoftility againft them amongft our Enemies, 
though Foreigners. 

6 Voucher. Agathia (lib, 2.) doth tell as, 
That the Fravk: {paved the Temples in Greece, 
as being of the iame tweligion with them ; nay, 
it was ufual noc ouly among the Heathens, but 
amongit the Chriitians alfo, to fpare the Per- 
fons of fuch as fied for Sanctuary to the Tem- 
ples, even for the Reverence they bore unto 
the Places, which Saint siz highly commends 
in the Goths, having taken the City of Rome. 
Aust, de Civit. Dei, lib, 1. ¢. 1. 

7 Voucher. It is the greateft Folly and Mad- 
ncf{s ia the World ({ays Polebius in Excerpt. 
Piive/.) to behave our felves impioufly towards 
God, becaufe we are inrag’d againft our Ene- 
mies, who are but Men: For much better itis, 
that God ‘hould in thofe Places be worfhipped, 
than that they fhould be macz Tipling- Henfes. 

8 Voucher. The fame Procopins (Vancal.lib.1.) 
recordeth it of one Cavz0a Moor, who (though 
no Chriftian yet) commanded, That all Honour 
and Reverence fhould be viven to Chriftian Tem. 
ples; the Neglect whereof by the Wardals them- 
delves, he doped that the God of the Chriftians 
(whoever he was) wouid feverely revenge on 
them. 

g Vuuerer, Tie Memorable Fatt of King Ala- 
vicke mult not here bz omitted, who having igao- 
rantly received fome Ve‘lels, which his Soldiers 
had taken ont of a Temip'c dedicated to St. Pe= 
ter, and being afterwards infornied thereof, 
Commanded the fame Vetitls .0 he reftored by 
the fame Perfons, adding others of a very great 

Value unto them, to expiate the Crime, 

10 Voucher. Livy doth very much inveigh 
againit the War, which King Philip made, as 
being wicked, and as if it had been made againft 
the Gods ; for that he {pared neither their Temples 
nor their Al:ars, 0, not the Sepulchres of the Dead. 
Whereat Polibius alfo glancing, adds his own 
Judgment in thefe Words; Wailfully to deftroy 
thofe things. which can be of no Ufe unto us in War, 
nor doth much incommodate our Eneiies, efpectally 
Temples, Images, and fuch like Ornaments, who 
can deny tobe an Att of Brainfick, Madnefs? Let 
us clofe our Solution with that Excellent Say- 
ingin Euripides, which makes as well for Reli- 
gious Things as for Things Sacred. 


Homo guifquis urbes vastat & dis manibus 
Sedes facratas, templaq; hana reéte fapit : 
Nam fimilis ip[um piftis excidii manet. 


In Englijh thus: 
Who conquer’d Cities rafbly do erace, 


And Temples with their Monuments deface, 
Do not foresee the like may be their Ca/e, 
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